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Introduction and Evaluation of a PBL Method for Communication
Education in the Medical Psychology Course
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We prepared a curriculum for the medical psychology introduced reports, small group discussion and problem-based
learning (PBL) with cases at Gifu Pharmaceutical University. As a component of the medical psychology curriculum
in 2006, we lectured the 2"d-year students (n=42) with a PBL format, and staffed the clinical pharmacy course for
graduate students (teaching assistant : TA, n= 8) as facilitators. After the PBL method, a questionnaire survey was
conducted among the students (response rate 93%) and TAs (response rate 100%) who had participated in this
program. The self-assessment of the students to the PBL method showed high satisfaction, active learning, and
increased motivation (respective mean score on a 5-grade scale : 3.82, 3.90, 3.87) . Furthermore, it was demonstrated
that the facilitation by TAs had helped students learning (mean score on a 5-grade scale : 3.95 for students, 3.13for
TAs) . Besides, students and TAs felt that the introduction of the TA system was promising (mean score on a

5-grade scale: 3.97 for students, 4.13for TAs) . We infer that the PBL method with cases and staffed TAs as facilita-
tors, is the most effective curriculum step for improvement of communication in the age-mixing of students and TAs

in medical psychology.
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