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A survey of general population attitudes toward clinical trial participation in emergency situations
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Abstract ; Informed consent from research participants is essential in clinical trials; however, in conditions like
hyperacute stroke where treatment time is critical, obtaining timely consent can be challenging, necessitating reliance
on surrogate decision-makers, who are often family members. This study aimed to investigate the attitudes of the
general population who become surrogate decision-makers during medical emergencies toward participating in clinical
trials. The participants excluded healthcare professionals and those with prior involvement in emergency decision-
making. Text mining of free-text responses regarding reasons for participation revealed distinct patterns. Positive
responders cited hope in treatment efficacy, whereas undecided participants expressed uncertainty. Negative
responders expressed concerns about experimentation, anxiety and lack of trust. Decision-making among patient
families varied widely, influenced by hope for patient recovery, uncertainty about trial specifics, and apprehension or
distrust toward the clinical trial. Healthcare providers need to support the public in appropriate decision-making by
considering their diverse perspectives on clinical trials.
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